Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

iron ore on this side of the world took place,
three tons being made at Lynn during May of
that year.

Little progress in the manufacture of iron
or steel was made in this country, from this
time until the early years of 1800, the colonies
having been encouraged to depend on the mother
country for their supplies and many difficulties
being encountered in the then new and thinly
settled regions where the first iron enterprises
had been established. At the close of the Eight-
eenth Century the Napoleonic wars distracted
the attention of the English from American
markets and required all the product of their
furnaces, so that by 1812 the iron industry in
the United States had attained some headway,
furnaces being erected in many parts of the
country where ore could be found and where
wood for charcoal was abundant.

Then came the downfall of Napoleon, and

soon after the revival of the export trade of
Britain, which had a disastrous eilect on these

new enterprises as well as on all manufactures
in this country. Many of the furnaces were
unable to compete and went out of commission.
But little progress was made from 1820 until
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